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INTRODUCTION

These instructions and the pictures in this guide are your tools to talk to parents about helping 

their child read. Use the pictures with groups of parents organized by social mobilizers, community 

organizations or NGOs to discuss simple ways they can help their children learn to read. 

The information on this page summarizes how to use the pictures. The pictures and the information to 

share with parents about each picture are included in this guide. Remember to use the pictures when 

you talk to parent groups. 

You are ready to start talking to parents about early grade reading. Your efforts will help boys and girls 

in your community succeed in school. Good Luck!
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1. Introduce yourself.

2. Show the first picture (Picture # 1) to the group. Make sure everyone can see the picture.

 

3. Ask the questions on the back of each picture. Let the group discuss. Give everyone a chance 

to talk.

 

4. When everyone is finished read the message behind the picture.

5. Use the additional points to cover with parents for discussing the message in more detail.

6. Ask if anyone wants to comment or if they have questions.

7. Move to picture # 2 and follow steps 1 - 6.

8. Continue moving through each picture until you finish picture # 8.

9. Thank everyone for coming and ask them to try one of the steps to help their children read.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR CONDUCTING A PEER GROUP ON EARLY GRADE READING USING
THE PICTURES



TIPS FOR A GOOD PRESENTATION

1. Practice. Practice. Practice.  Be prepared before you conduct your first group. Try practicing 

using the pictures with family or friends before you conduct a group discussion.

2. Allow parents in the group to talk. Do not control the discussion. The goal is to have a discussion. 

Do not lecture.

3. If there has been a long discussion, try to bring the parents back to the main message of the picture 

and move the discussion to the next picture.
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PICTURE CARD # 1

QUESTIONS

What are these parents thinking?

Do you feel that way?

MESSAGE

You want your children – sons and daughters – to have a bright future. Early grade reading will make 

that dream come true.

ADDITIONAL POINTS TO COVER WITH PARENTS

• All parents want their child to be successful. 

• Being able to read is a first step to making that dream come true. 

• Reading is the foundation of education. 

• Early grade reading gives your child the chance for a good job and better income in the future. 
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PICTURE CARD # 2

QUESTIONS

What do you see in this picture?

Do your sons and daughters regularly go to school?

MESSAGE 

Treat boys and girls equally. Both boys and girls should learn to read.

ADDITIONAL POINTS TO COVER WITH PARENT

• All boys and girls and children with disabilities should regularly go to school. 

• Early grade reading is the foundation of learning.

• Reading is an important step to bringing status and income to your family.

• When you send your boys and girls to school each day you are making sure your children have bright 

futures.
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PICTURE CARD # 3

QUESTIONS

What is happening in the picture?

Does your child have time to read after school?

MESSAGE

Create a place in your home for your child to sit and read.  Your child needs to read at least 10 
minutes every day.

ADDITIONAL POINTS TO COVER WITH PARENT

• Your child needs to read every day to learn to read and do well in school.

• Set aside time to read every day. 

• Girls and boys needs to read at least ten minutes each day. 

• Your children’s early grade reading will raise other’s opinion of you and your family. 
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PICTURE CARD # 4

QUESTIONS

What is happening in this picture?

Why should you listen to your child read?

MESSAGE

Reading at home just 10 minutes a day will help your child be a better student.

ADDITIONAL POINTS TO COVER WITH PARENT

• Ask your child to read to you each day for 10 minutes.

• Even if you are busy, let your child read while you work around the house.

• If the child’s grandparents live nearby, have your child to read to them.

• A child starts reading by learning how to say words.

• Learning to read takes practice.

• Even if you cannot read, just listening helps your child learn to read.
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PICTURE CARD # 5

QUESTIONS

What is going on in this picture?

What are the children of different ages doing together?

MESSAGE

Find out about child groups for early grade reading.

ADDITIONAL POINTS TO COVER WITH PARENT

• Older children can help younger ones understand what they are reading.

• Older boys and girls can also help your child practice reading. 

• Schools have child clubs where children can read together.

• There also are libraries at school where your child can get a book to read.

• Reading takes time to learn and each child will learn at their own pace. 

• Once your child learns to read it will help him or her be a success at school. 
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PICTURE CARD # 6

QUESTIONS

What is taking place in this picture?

What are these people saying to each other?

MESSAGE

Talk to your child’s teacher about ways to help your child to read.

ADDITIONAL POINTS TO COVER WITH PARENT

• Teachers want parents to be involved with their children’s early grade reading.

• When parents get involved with their child’s early grade reading it helps the child do better in school. 

• Teachers want you to talk to them and to find ways to help your child learn to read. 

• Don’t be afraid to ask the teacher questions. Teachers want the best for your child too!

• Be prepared to meet the teacher. Have your questions ready for the meeting. 

Questions to ask Teacher: 

 How is my child’s reading? Are there any problems? What can I do to help my child? 

Where can I get books? How will I know if my child is reading better? 

 

If you are uncomfortable talking to the teacher by yourself come with another parent and talk to the 

teacher together. 15





PICTURE CARD # 7

QUESTIONS

What do you see in this picture?

What questions are the parents asking?

MESSAGE

Talk to parents who also have children in school. Find out what they are doing to help their child 

learn to read.

ADDITIONAL POINTS TO COVER WITH PARENT

• Parents can share experiences with helping their child read that you can try.

• Parents as a group can ask the school or PTA to help set up a reading club for early grade readers.

• Parents can ask for a library at school that the children can use.

• Some parents may feel more comfortable going to talk to teachers as a small group rather than 

individually. 
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What do you see in this picture?

What are the parents discussing?

MESSAGE

Participate in PTA meetings or other community meetings to find out what is happening in your children’s school 

ADDITIONAL POINTS TO COVER WITH PARENT

• Discuss how parents and community members can support the school.
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PICTURE CARD # 8

QUESTIONS

Illustrations by: Brima Wolobah

Original Graphic Design by: Keshar Joshi
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